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I am writing to submit my support for the legislation to criminalise demand for 
prostitution. 

As a psychotherapist who has worked to support women to exit prostitution I 
have seen the long term psychological and physical impact that their 
involvement has created. 

For many legislators, criminal justice officials, government bodies and 
agencies, health care and social care workers and women working with 
women involved in prostitution the focus of their significant attention has been 
on the harm, violence and risk both physically and psychologically not only to 
the women involved in prostitution but to society as a whole. “Prostitution, 
pornography, and other forms of commercial sex are a multibillion dollar 
industry. They enrich a small minority of predators, while the larger community 
is left to pay for the damage. 
 
People used in prostitution often need medical care as a result of the ever-
present violence. They may need treatment for infectious diseases, including 
AIDS. Survivors frequently need mental health care for post-traumatic stress 
disorder, psychotic episodes and suicide attempts. “About a third end up 
chronically disabled and on Social Security.  
 
The sex trade plays an active role in promoting alcohol and drug problems. 
Pimps also use prostituted women in forgery and credit card fraud. The 
community must pay for chemical dependency treatment, insurance costs and 
incarceration.” (Parker.2007). 
 
Glasgow City Council in Scotland is one of the very few councils worldwide 
who take a very determined, proactive and radical approach to women 
involved in prostitution and to social exclusion stating “This Council will 
support the development of a strategic, long term approach in the context of 
the Council’s Objectives and other policies such as Social Inclusion, Equality, 
Community safety, and Violence against women. 
 
Violence, experience of abuse, homelessness, poverty and drugs are at the 
root of street prostitution in Glasgow. (Stewart. A. 2000). The Council 
absolutely rejects the view of prostitution as work, which merely requires 
legalising and regulating.  The Council rejects the argument that prostitution is 
a civil right – no woman wants the right to be sexually exploited, abused and 
demeaned. 
 
For all these reason I believe the demand has to be challenged as we know in 
a capitalist society with no demand there is no supply. 
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